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Validity periods and expiry dates in metering reports 

(I completely agree with Problem 2) 

Questions Comments 

01. Do you agree the

issue(s) identified by the

Authority need attention?

Any comments?

"This inconsistency in approach produces the potential for confusion 
and additional time for participants in calculating validity periods" 

Having the expiry date saves time for the participant that needs 
to record the certificate in Registry. I refer to the Registry 

Functional Specification 1.4 "Attributes of an ICP"; in particular 
1.4.1 O " Level 2 - Metering Installation Information Attributes" 
where it requires: 

Metering Installation Certification Expiry Date 

The metering installation certification expiry date, identified within 
the metering installation certification report, or the date that 
metering installation certification was cancelled. 

The certifier needs to be aware of the current date and the 
regulations stating the maximum certification period. Then 

someone has to add the two together to obtain an expiry date to 
tell Registry. It is not as if the expiry date does not need to be 
calculated. 

If the proposed change also included a proposal to change 
Registry to remove the "expiry date" and replace it with a "number 

of months of validity" this proposal would at least be consistent. 

However, for consistency I refer to a number of other documents 
and objects I have sitting around at home. The Department of 
Internal Affairs Passport Office issues passports. It is bound by 
international treaty for passports to have an issue date and a 
number of months of validity. Despite this, my passport shows an 

issue date and an expiry date. When it expires is more important 
for an Immigration Officer than how long the passport is good for. 

My driver's license has an expiry date rather than a number of 
months of validity. When I use my credit card online, I'm asked for 
its expiry date rather than how many months it is useful for. 

My perishable groceries all have "best before" or "use by" dates 
rather than the number of days of shelf life. 
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