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Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your request, received on 13 August 2024, under the Official Information Act 1982 
(the Act) for the following information: 

1. “Copies of any instruction or request to the Electricity Authority to look into potential price 
gouging in the energy sector from the Office of the Minister for Energy. 

2. Copies of all correspondence (including, but not limited to emails, texts, electronic 
messaging) between the Electricity Authority and the Office of the Minister for Energy 
since 1 August 2024. 

3. Copies of any work, or requests for work, around the potential importation of Liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) received from the Office of the Minister for Energy since 1 July 2024. 

4. I also request drafts, if any, of the above information.” 

Request 1 

The Electricity Authority Te Mana Hiko (Authority) has not identified any information within the 
scope of this request. Therefore, this part of your request is declined under section 18(e) as the 
information you have requested does not exist.  

Request 2 and 3  

The Authority has identified 12 documents within scope of your request. Two documents are 
being withheld entirely: 

• One under section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act to maintain the constitutional conventions for the 
time being which protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown 
and officials. 

• One under section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act to protect information where the making available 
of the information would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of 
the person who supplied or who is the subject of the information. 

The Authority is releasing 10 documents in scope of your request, these documents are listed in 
Appendix A and attached to this letter. Some information is being withheld under: 

• Section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect the privacy of natural persons. 
• Section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act to protect information where the making available of the 

information would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied or who is the subject of the information. 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)



 

 Page 2 of 2 

• Section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being 
which protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and 
officials. 

Request 4 

The Authority has identified 15 draft documents within scope of your request. These are being 
withheld under section 9(2)(g)(i) of the Act to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs 
through the free and frank expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service agency or 
organisation in the course of their duty. 

I am satisfied, in terms of section 9(1) of the Act, that the need to withhold the information 
referred to above is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable, in the public 
interest, to make the information available.  

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
freephone 0800 802 602.  

If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please feel free to contact us by emailing 
oia@ea.govt.nz. 

Nāku noa, nā, 

 

 
 

Airihi Mahuika 

GM Legal, Monitoring and Compliance 

 

 

 

 



 
IN-CONFIDENCE: ORGANISATION 

Text messages between Tessa Ballinger, Advisor – Communications and Ministerial, the 
Electricity Authority Te Mana Hiko (blue) and Marissa Quinn, Private Secretary – Energy 
(light grey) 

6 August 2024 

 

Text messages between Andrew Millar, General Manager – Market Policy, the Electricity 
Authority Te Mana Hiko (blue) and Marissa Quinn, Private Secretary – Energy (light grey).  

1 August 2024 

 

 

 





 
IN-CONFIDENCE: ORGANISATION 

Text messages between Sarah Gillies, Chief Executive, the Electricity Authority Te Mana 
Hiko (blue) and Marissa Quinn, Private Secretary – Energy (light grey).  

6 August 2024. 

  



 
IN-CONFIDENCE: ORGANISATION 

Text messages between Sarah Gillies, Chief Executive, the Electricity Authority Te Mana 
Hiko (blue) and Marissa Quinn, Private Secretary – Energy (light grey).  

8 August 2024. 

 

Text messages between Sarah Gillies, Chief Executive, the Electricity Authority Te Mana 
Hiko, Marissa Quinn, Private Secretary – Energy, and John Clarke, Acting Chief 
Executive, Transpower.  

8 August 2024. 

  





From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 6 August 2024 3:37 pm 
To: Tessa Ballinger 
Subject: RE: Electricity Authority Statement of intent 2024-28 

and Statement of performance expectations 2024/25 

 
These have now been presented       
 

From: Tessa Ballinger <Tessa.Ballinger@ea.govt.nz>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 11:07 AM 
To: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Electricity Authority Statement of intent 2024-28 and Statement of performance 
expectations 2024/25 

 
Awesome, thank you ! 
 
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
 
DDI:  
 

 
 
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
 

    
 
I choose to work flexibly and send emails outside normal office hours. No need to respond to my emails outside 
yours. 
 
From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 3:30 PM 
To: Tessa Ballinger <Tessa.Ballinger@ea.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Electricity Authority Statement of intent 2024-28 and Statement of performance 
expectations 2024/25 

 
I expect them to be tabled tomorrow. 
But will confirm when done. 
 
Thanks! 
 

From: Tessa Ballinger <Tessa.Ballinger@ea.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 2:01 PM 
To: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
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Subject: RE: Electricity Authority Statement of intent 2024-28 and Statement of performance 
expectations 2024/25 

 
Hi Marissa,  
 
Have these been approved by the Minister? We are keen to publish on our website as soon 
as possible, can you let me know when you expect them to be tabled? 
 
Thanks 
 
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
 
DDI:  
 

 
 
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
 

    
 
I choose to work flexibly and send emails outside normal office hours. No need to respond to my emails outside 
yours. 
 
From: Tessa Ballinger  
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 4:27 PM 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

s9(2)(a)

Out of scope



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
 
DDI:  
 

 
 
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
 

    

 
"The information contained in this transmission is confidential. It is intended for the named 
addressee only. If you are not the named addressee you may not copy, distribute or take 
any action in reliance upon this transmission."  
 

 
 
"The information contained in this transmission is confidential. It is intended for the named 
addressee only. If you are not the named addressee you may not copy, distribute or take 
any action in reliance upon this transmission."  
 

 
 

s9(2)(a)

Out of scope



From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 6 August 2024 6:16 pm 
To: Tessa Ballinger 
Subject: Re: EA/MO catch up 

 
Yep, that should be all good.  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

 
From: Tessa Ballinger <Tessa.Ballinger@ea.govt.nz> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 2:12:28 PM 
To: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Subject: EA/MO catch up  
  
Hi Marissa,  
  
As you will remember we used to do catch ups every second month, I haven’t organised 
one for a while as I wasn’t sure how long you would be in the office, but I now think it would 
be useful to organise one regardless.  
  
Would you be available sometime over the next few weeks to come over to our office? 
  
Thanks 
  
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
  
DDI:  
  

 
  
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
  

    
  
I choose to work flexibly and send emails outside normal office hours. No need to respond to my emails outside 
yours. 
  
"The information contained in this transmission is confidential. It is intended for the named 
addressee only. If you are not the named addressee you may not copy, distribute or take 
any action in reliance upon this transmission."  
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From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Thursday, 1 August 2024 2:31 pm 
To: Tessa Ballinger 
Cc: Aileen Gallagher; Board Secretary 
Subject: RE: EA/minister meetings this year 

 
For the meeting next week, on the 8th.  
The Ministers preference is that the meeting on the 8th focuses on the EA’s competition related 
workstreams. 
I’ll send a more detailed email later today. 
 
But will that work for the 8th? Fine for the 28th to cover the Northland review.  
 

From: Tessa Ballinger <Tessa.Ballinger@ea.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 1:53 PM 
To: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Cc: Aileen Gallagher <Aileen.Gallagher@ea.govt.nz>; Board Secretary <Board.Secretary@ea.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: EA/minister meetings this year 

 
Hi Marissa,   
 
Was this for the 28 August one? We were intending on focusing on the Northland review for 
that one.  
 
Thanks  
 
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
 
DDI:  
 

 
 
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
 

    
 
I choose to work flexibly and send emails outside normal office hours. No need to respond to my emails outside 
yours. 
 
From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 9:21 AM 
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From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Friday, 2 August 2024 3:45 pm 
To: Tessa Ballinger 
Cc: Sarah Gillies; Doug Watt; Chris Otton; Andrew Millar; 

Aileen Gallagher; Board Secretary 
Subject: RE: Coal stockpile query 

 
Thanks Tessa! 
 

From: Tessa Ballinger <Tessa.Ballinger@ea.govt.nz>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:32 PM 
To: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz> 
Cc: Sarah Gillies <Sarah.Gillies@ea.govt.nz>; Doug Watt <Doug.Watt@ea.govt.nz>; Chris Otton 
<Chris.Otton@ea.govt.nz>; Andrew Millar <Andrew.Millar@ea.govt.nz>; Aileen Gallagher 
<Aileen.Gallagher@ea.govt.nz>; Board Secretary <Board.Secretary@ea.govt.nz> 
Subject: Coal stockpile query 

 
Kia ora Marissa, 
 
On Tuesday afternoon the Minister asked the Authority about the coal stockpile.  
 
We have made further enquiries with Genesis and can confirm Genesis is planning to have 
all three Rankine units available to operate for up to three months (subject to operator 
resourcing, plant reliability and fuel availability) and will run Rankines as and when offers in 
the market clear. Genesis is aiming to manage the coal stockpile long term to a level 
around 350KT (plus reserves held to fulfil contracts with third parties). Genesis plans to 
order coal at levels required to match demand and required to replenish the stockpile to 
these target levels on an ongoing basis. 
 
The Authority is aware that the system operator makes assumptions about coal when 
developing the Electricity Risk Curves. The recently updated ERCs do not reflect Genesis’ 
updated coal stockpile policy, because it has not yet been formally confirmed. The 
Authority will continue to work with the system operator to ensure that Genesis’ intentions 
about the coal stockpile are appropriately reflected for future ERCs. 
 
Kind regards,   
 
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
 
DDI:  
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Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
 

    
 
I choose to work flexibly and send emails outside normal office hours. No need to respond to my emails outside 
yours. 
 
"The information contained in this transmission is confidential. It is intended for the named 
addressee only. If you are not the named addressee you may not copy, distribute or take 
any action in reliance upon this transmission."  
 

 
 



From: Andrew Millar 
Sent: Thursday, 1 August 2024 7:42 pm 
To: Marissa Quinn 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Minister Brown on 8 August 
 
Thanks Marissa. This and the call earlier was very helpful. 
 
Andrew Millar 
General Manager Market Policy 
  
M:  

 

From: Marissa Quinn <Marissa.Quinn@parliament.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 5:09 PM 
To: Andrew Millar <Andrew.Millar@ea.govt.nz> 
Subject: Meeting with Minister Brown on 8 August 
 
Hi Andrew 
 
As discussed just now on the phone, the Minister has requested the next meeting with the EA 
should cover the EA’s workstream relating to wholesale and retail market competition. Particularly: 

• Timing of the key wholesale market related workstreams – the Minister would like more 
certainty around timelines, particularly the completion of various workstreams.  

• Risk management review – covering the timing and scope of the review. The Minister has 
heard concerns from a few different parties lately related to the pace of the review and it 
being of a too narrow focus and not sufficiently targeting market power concerns. Concerns 
it’s not adequately focussed on ensuring both access to hedges and competitive pricing for 
hedges.  

• Response to concerns that the EA is not adequately focussing on the use of market power 
to set prices above competitive levels.  
 

Thanks, 
 
Marissa 
 
Marissa Quinn 
Private Secretary (Energy) | Office of Hon Simeon Brown 

Minister of Transport | Minister for Auckland | Minister for Energy I Minister for Local Government 

 

DDI:  

Email: marissa.quinn@parliament.govt.nz    Website: www.Beehive,govt.nz  
Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand 
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From: Tessa Ballinger 
Sent: Friday, 2 August 2024 1:16 pm 
To: Marissa Quinn 
Cc: Ashleigh Munn; Energy Branch Ministerial Inbox; 

Justine.Cannon@mbie.govt.nz; 
Bevan.Searancke@mbie.govt.nz; Tamara Linnhoff; 
Sarah Gillies; Aileen Gallagher; Board Secretary; 
Jacqui.Bassett@mbie.govt.nz; Sean Martin; Sally 
Aitken 

Subject: Northland review status report for Min - 2 August 
Attachments: Northland review status report 2 August.pdf 

 
Kia ora Marissa,  
 
Hope you have had a good week. 
 
Please see attached for the Minister. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tessa Ballinger (she/her) 
Advisor – Communications and Ministerial  
 
DDI:  
 

 
 
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
 

    
 
I choose to work flexibly and send emails outside normal office hours. No need to respond to my emails outside 
yours. 
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From: Sean Martin 
Sent: Monday, 12 August 2024 6:59 pm 
To: Marissa Quinn 
Cc: Ministerial information; Sarah Gillies; Anna Kominik 
Subject: Change in market making requirements 

 
Hi Marissa 
 
Please find below a heads-up on a decision taken by the Electricity Authority 
  
Changes to market making requirements 
The Electricity Authority has today made temporary changes to market-making requirements to 
maintain liquidity in the forward market. 
  
The forward market, traded on the ASX, is currently experiencing stress due to underlying physical 
conditions impacting prices in the spot market.  
  
We have been made aware that market makers are finding it increasingly challenging to fulfil their 
obligations to the standard specified under their contractual requirements and in the Electricity 
Industry Participation Code 2010. 
  
We have widened spreads and reduced lot size to reduce the impact of current conditions and to 
enable market makers to manage the costs of providing liquidity and price transparency. 
  
An inability to access hedges in this forward market will increase costs and financial risks for 
participants and this will adversely affect consumers.  
  
We are developing an urgent Code amendment to give regulatory certainty for market makers and 
plan having this in place at the end of the month. We have previously signalled that we will be 
consulting on enduring market-making settings later in the year. 
  
We wrote to market makers today to advise them of the temporary change and have also started 
fielding queries from other industry participants and one media outlet. 
  
We will be publishing a news item on our website on Tuesday and responding to the media query. 
 
 
Regards 
 
Sean Martin 
Principal Communications and Engagement Advisor 
 
M:  s9(2)(a)
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From: Sean Martin 
Sent: Monday, 12 August 2024 1:46 pm 
To: Marissa Quinn 
Cc: Ashleigh Munn; Ministerial information; Sarah Gillies; 

Justine.Cannon@mbie.govt.nz; Tamara Linnhoff; 
Aileen Gallagher; Board Secretary; Energy Branch 
Ministerial Inbox; Andrew Millar; Sally Aitken; Mark 
Herring 

Subject: BR-24-0032 : Prime Energy 
Attachments: BE-24-0032  Prime Energy.pdf 
 
Importance: High 

 
Hi Marissa 
 
Please find attached the following Briefing paper for the Minister related to the issues facing Prime 
Energy: 
 

• BR-24-0032 : Prime Energy 
 
Could I also request that this is forwarded to Matt Burgess in the PM’s office as well, as there are 
customers in the PM’s electorate and we fielded queries about this last week. 
 
Regards 
 
Sean Martin 
Principal Communications and Engagement Advisor 
 
M:  

 
Level 7, AON Centre, 1 Willis Street 
PO Box 10041, Wellington 6143, New Zealand 
www.ea.govt.nz  
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