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To whom it may concern, 
 
This letter outlines CentrePorts submission to the Electricity Authority for the following: 
 

A. Distribution Connection Pricing: Proposed Code Amendments 
B. Network Connections Project: Stage One Amendments 

 
CentrePort would like to thank the Electricity Authority for engaging with organisations who are 
directly affected by the connection processes and pricing methodologies used by Electricity 
Distribution Businesses (EDBs). We endorse the process that the Electricity Authority is undertaking 
and wish to provide some additional insights that may serve in further refinement of the new 
connection charges project. 

About CentrePort 

CentrePort provides essential infrastructure services to the heart of New Zealand. It works for the 
region as a key Wellington lifeline, providing safe, efficient, and low emission capacity within New 
Zealand’s freight and supply chain. Our infrastructure supports New Zealand’s North - South 
connection and is a gateway to the world.  

CentrePort also has committed emissions reduction targets which are supported by a well-defined 
energy transition pathway. Current energy transition activities include: 

1. Developing onsite/distributed electricity generation and electricity storage systems to 
improve energy system resilience and mitigate risks associated with: 

a. Future electricity price path and market volatility. 
b. Triggering upstream network capacity upgrades (noting that CentrePort has a 

constrained network supply. 
2. Implementing an on-port electric vehicle programme for heavy duty container handling 

mobile plant.  
3. Investigating on-road electric trucking services for key export customers.   

CentrePorts Submission on Distribution Connection Pricing  

CentrePort generally supports the Electricity Authority’s proposed Code amendment for Distribution 
Connection Pricing. Attached to this letter is CentrePorts completed response form.  

CentrePort highlights the following key points: 

1. CentrePort endorses the proposal to improve transparency of recovery of upstream costs 
where multiple consumers require significant capacity enhancements within the same sub 
transmission zone. 



2. It is CentrePorts view that: 
a. a criticality rating for each consumer type has merit, with the ability to then 

prioritise capacity on constrained networks to priority consumers.  
b. the Code should ensure the benefit/value that embedded generation and storage 

brings to EDBs (in respect of alleviating network constraints and improving network 
resilience) should be compensated. 

c. there should be a clear process to facilitate the valuation and transfer of ownership 
of assets that have already been established. 

d. there needs to be further clarity on where and how the reform impacts the 
determination of WACC for EDBs. 

CentrePorts Submission on Network Connections Project  

CentrePort generally supports the Electricity Authority’s Network Connections Project and the 
proposed Code amendments.  

Our general notes are that it is CentrePort’s view that: 

1. There needs to be a consistent approach across all EDBs for application, assessment and 
certification of proposed distributed generation and storage developments. 

2. In addition to current performance measurements, EDBs should also be measured against 
asset utilisation as this helps to improve the value provided by existing assets rather than 
simply investing in more.  

3. The Code needs to better recognise the long-term value that embedded storage offers, and 
therefore should (at least) have equal footing to embedded generation in any application, 
assessment and certification process. 

4. EDBs imposed network capacity limits for a given connection should be verified either by 
EDBs being transparent in the underlying constraints that result in these limits, or by 
independent assessment. 

5. New Zealand can benefit from all EDBs operating under a common data management 
standard, and for that standard to offer transparency to all connected parties.  

6. Any penalty charges levied against customers for issues including power quality and/or 
capacity limit exceedance, are applied consistently across all EDBs, and are calculated so in a 
transparent manner such that the actual issue can be shown to be material to the EDB at 
that time. 

Closure 

Again, CentrePort would like to thank the Electricity Authority for engaging with organisations who 
are directly affected by the connection processes and pricing methodologies used by EDBs. 

Best regards 

Andrew Steele 

GM Strategy and Stakeholder Relations 












